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The President’s Radio Address 
May 13, 2006 

Good morning. This week I nominated 
General Mike Hayden to be the next Direc-
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency. The 
work of the CIA is essential to the security 
of the American people. The enemies who 
struck our Nation on September the 11th, 
2001, intend to attack us again. And to defeat 
them, we must have the best possible intel-
ligence. In Mike Hayden, the men and 
women of the CIA will have a strong leader 
who will support them as they work to dis-
rupt terrorist attacks, penetrate closed soci-
eties, and gain information that is vital to pro-
tecting our Nation. 

General Hayden is supremely qualified to 
lead the CIA. For the last year, he’s been 
our Nation’s first Deputy Director of Na-
tional Intelligence and has played a critical 
role in our efforts to reform America’s intel-
ligence capabilities to meet the threats of a 
new century. He has more than 20 years of 
experience in the intelligence field. He 
served for 6 years as Director of the National 
Security Agency and has a track record of 
success in leading and transforming that 
large intelligence agency. He also has held 
senior positions at the Pentagon and the Na-
tional Security Council, and he served be-
hind the Iron Curtain in our Embassy in Bul-
garia during the cold war. 

Mike knows our intelligence community 
from the ground up. He’s been both a pro-
ducer and a consumer of intelligence and has 
overseen both human and technical intel-
ligence activities, as well as the all-source 
analysis derived from those activities. Mike 
was unanimously confirmed by the Senate 
last year for his current post, and this week, 
members of both parties have praised his 
nomination. I urge the Senate to confirm him 
promptly as the next Director of the CIA. 

During General Hayden’s tenure at the 
NSA, he helped establish and run one of our 
most vital intelligence efforts in the war on 
terror—the terrorist surveillance program. 
As the 9/11 Commission and others have 
noted, our Government failed to connect the 
dots in the years before the attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th. We now know that two of 
the hijackers in the United States made 

phone calls to Al Qaida operatives overseas, 
but we did not know about their plans until 
it was too late. 

So to prevent another attack, I authorized 
the National Security Agency—consistent 
with the Constitution and laws—to intercept 
international communications in which one 
party has known links to Al Qaida and related 
terrorist groups. This terrorist surveillance 
program makes it more likely that killers like 
the 9/11 hijackers will be identified and lo-
cated in time. It has helped prevent possible 
terrorist attacks in the United States and 
abroad, and it remains essential to the secu-
rity of America. If there are people inside 
our country who are talking with Al Qaida, 
we want to know about it. We will not sit 
back and wait to be attacked again. 

This week, new claims have been made 
about other ways we are tracking down Al 
Qaida—prevent attacks on America. It is im-
portant for Americans to understand that our 
activities strictly target Al Qaida and its 
known affiliates. Al Qaida is our enemy, and 
we want to know their plans. The intelligence 
activities I have authorized are lawful and 
have been briefed to appropriate Members 
of Congress, both Republican and Democrat. 
The privacy of all Americans is fiercely pro-
tected in all our activities. The Government 
does not listen to domestic phone calls with-
out court approval. We are not trolling 
through the personal lives of millions of inno-
cent Americans. Our efforts are focused on 
links to Al Qaida terrorists and its affiliates 
who want to harm the American people. 

Americans expect their Government to do 
everything in its power under our laws and 
Constitution to protect them and their civil 
liberties. That is exactly what we are doing. 
And so far, we have been successful in pre-
venting another attack on our soil. The men 
and women of the CIA are working around 
the clock to make our Nation more secure. 
I am confident that General Hayden will 
strengthen the CIA and integrate its vital 
work with our other intelligence agencies, so 
we can defeat the terrorists of the 21st cen-
tury. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
May 12 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
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for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 13. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on May 12 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Death of Eusebio 
Penalver Mazorra 
May 13, 2006 

Eusebio Penalver Mazorra was a Cuban 
patriot who spent 28 years in Castro’s pris-
ons. His resistance to tyranny is a testament 
to the moral courage of all Cubans who de-
sire to see freedom return to their beautiful 
island nation. Laura joins me in sending our 
thoughts and prayers to his family and 
friends. 

Remarks During a Presentation of 
White House Trees With Prime 
Minister John Howard of Australia 
May 14, 2006 

President Bush. Well, first of all, Ambas-
sador, thanks for having us, and happy birth-
day. 

Ambassador Dennis Richardson. Thank 
you very much. 

President Bush. How old are you? 
Ambassador Richardson. Well—— 
President Bush. Don’t say, then. [Laugh-

ter] It’s wonderful to be here with our dear 
friends, the Howards. I think it is interesting 
that we’re planting two trees, and this is a 
symbol of our enduring friendship. And I 
can’t thank you enough, John, for your strong 
support for the liberty agenda, deep desire 
for the world to be a peaceful place. I really 
enjoy working with you for the common 
good. Thanks for having us. 

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you. 
Well, George, you and Laura, not only for 
the offices that you hold but also for the peo-
ple you are, are very welcome on this piece 
of Australian soil in Washington. I indicated 
to the President a moment ago that it was 
here on this lawn that I addressed a news 
conference on the 12th of September, 2001, 
when I said that Australia would stand side 
by side with the United States in responding 

to the new threat of terrorism. And that re-
solve is as strong now as it was on the 12th 
of September, 2001. 

These trees are a wonderful symbol of that 
friendship. This residence has a lot of history. 
It was, of course, the very first residence oc-
cupied by an Australian envoy to other than 
a then dominion or Commonwealth country. 
And when the then Prime Minister R.G. 
Menzies announced it, he said that having 
an ambassador—a representative or envoy to 
America represented the first time we were 
sending one to what he called a foreign coun-
try. 

There has certainly been nothing foreign 
in the relationship between our two countries 
since then, and it’s great to have you and 
Laura with us, and it’s a wonderful symbol. 
The Ambassador has got to look after the 
trees—[laughter]—and to keep his two 
rottweilers away from them. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. at the 
Australian Ambassador’s Residence. Participating 
in the event was Australia’s Ambassador to the 
U.S. Dennis Richardson. 

Proclamation 8015—Suspension of 
Entry as Immigrants and 
Nonimmigrants of Persons 
Responsible for Policies or Actions 
That Threaten the Transition to 
Democracy in Belarus 
May 12, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
In light of the importance to the United 

States of fostering democratic institutions in 
Belarus in order to help the Belarusian peo-
ple achieve their aspirations for democracy 
and to help complete the transformation to 
a Europe whole, free, and at peace and given 
the suppression of human rights and democ-
racy in Belarus, the fraud perpetrated during 
the recent Belarusian presidential campaign 
and election, the detention of peaceful pro-
testers in Belarus, the persistent acts of cor-
ruption by Belarusian government officials in 
the performance of public functions, and the 
continued failure of Alyaksandr Lukashenka, 
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